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   Melina Mercouri (Maria Amalia Mercouri) (Athens, October 18, 1920 - New York, 6 March 1994) was a Greek actress and politician. He came from a great family. Great actress winning international awards and global radiation personality was Minister of Culture of all the governments of PASOK in 1981-1989 and 1993-1994. Her grandfather, Spiridon Merkouris had served for many years mayor of Athens and her father, Stamatis Mercouri served as MP.
   In September 1938 she was accepted at the Drama School of the National Theatre with schoolmates, including the Despo Diamantidou, Aleka Playing, Andreas Philippides, Alexis Damianos, etc. In the winter of 1939 married with Charokopos Panayi. First appeared in the theatrical scene in 1944 in Britain Theatre troupe with George Pappas and Anthony Giannidis, the work of Alexis Solomos "The Path of Freedom. She earned several awards top prize first actress at Cannes and also nominated for an Academy Award for ‘’ Never on Sunday’’ who lost by Elizabeth Taylor in 1960. She has sung importants Greek composers Manos Hadjidakis (in which she had personal friendship), Mikis Theodorakis, Stavros Xarchakos, Yannis Markopoulos, Vassilis Tsitsanis. He also wrote a biographical book entitled "I was born a Greek’’. The title of the book is her answer to reporters when they asked her to make a statement on withdrawal of the nationality of the colonels "I was born a Greek and will die a Greek.’’
   During the seven years (1967-1974), she gave several concerts and organized quite a large number of data paths dictatorships. Sought and met with politicians and spiritual world-class personalities, to make them against the ‘jounta’. During the matches were against assassination attempts, one of which almost deprived of life. 
  With the fall of the junta returned to Greece where she now permanently installed and working with members of the resistance organization PAK and Andreas Papandreou founded the Socialist Movement Panellinion later [Panhellenic Socialist Movement]. She was Minister of Culture during the periods 1981-1989 and 1993-1994, a position which gave the motivation to start fight for the return of stolen marbles from the Acropolis by Lord Elgin, which are at the British Museum, to create the institution of local regional theater (known as the Municipal Theater) to the cultural development of Greek regions and the institution of the cultural capitals of Europe, first in Athens in 1985. 
   In 1990 he ran for mayor of Athens, but without success and tired by long battle with cancer left her last breath at Memorial Hospital in New York, Sunday, March 6, 1994. Her death was caused emotion events worldwide. Many political leaders sent messages of condolences to her family in Greece. At the time of the funeral of theaters and shops on Broadway were closed. Moreover, established in accordance with desire, her husband Jules Dassin and involving personalities global radiation, the Nobel laureate poet Odysseus Elytis, the French politician Jack Lang etc. The Culture Melina Mercouri Foundation, which intends to return the stolen marbles from the Acropolis. 

  The date of March 6th day of death of Melina Mercouri has been named by UNESCO as a World Culture Day in which awards the "Melina Mercouri" as prize cultural offer. This award is given by 1997 and every two years to people or organizations for their efforts to safeguard cultural monuments of humanity. 
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