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John Ritsos was a distinguished, modern Greek poet.  He was born in Monemvasia, Greece in 1909.  Ritsos was born into a wealthy but unfortunate family. His father died insane; his mother and a brother died of tuberculosis when he was 12. Reared by relatives, Ritsos attended Athens Law School briefly (1925), and was confined to a tuberculosis sanitarium (1927–31). His first collection was published in 1934.  He was sent into exile in 1948 - 52 because he was a member of the EAM (National Liberation Form) against the Germans.   

Despite all his misfortunes, Ritsos rose above the tragic events of his life to pour his feelings into a poetic medium  devoid of anger and recrimination. In long poems like his celebrated Romiosini (1947), Moonlight Sonata (1956) and most of his later volumes, Ritsos writes with compassion and hope, celebrating the life, toil, and dignity of the common man in an unadorned and direct language. In 1967, Ritsos was arrested again by the Greek junta and exiled, and was prohibited from publishing until 1972. By the end of his life, and despite the odds against him, Ritsos had published 117 books, including numerous plays and essays.
	


The poems of his last books (1987-1989) are  filled  with sadness and the realization of loss, but, as always, the poet restores life and the world around him, preserving a gleam of hope. Having witnessed the downfall of his political ideology, he died in his sleep at home in 1990
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